
THE MEETING IN CHICAGO.

At one time it was thought that in view of the
early meeting of the International Medical Congress
there would be a comparatively small attendance at
this thirty-eighth annual meeting. These fears, how-
ever, are now shown, as we go to press, to be ground-
less. As early as Monday evening about two hun-
dred delegates and members were registered, and it
is now probable that the attendance will not fall short
of fifteen hundred. The programme of the Sections
shows that the number of papers and addresses is
greater than ever before, being almost double the
number last year. So far as can be seen at present
all portions of the country are well represented ex-

cept the extreme West. It will be seen that the
President's Address, on "Cell Antagonism," is out
of the usual line of such addresses. As a paper on
the subject of which it treats it may be said to be
complete, and no one can read it without instruc¬
tion. The Association is to be congratulated that
its Sectional work has been still further divided
by the creation of a Section on Dermatology and
Syphilography.

FOREIGN BODY TREATMENT OF SCANTY MEN-
STRUATION AND AMENORRH\l=OE\A.

With the exception of cases of absent menstrua-
tion due to constitutional causes and from some ova-

rian affections, there are many cases of amenorrh\l=oe\a,
or very scanty menstruation, in which the chief fault

seems to be with the uterus. Practitioners know that
many of these cases are attended with very distress-
ing symptoms, and that relief is urgently required.
The administration of emmenagogues and other
drugs in such cases is usually attended by but little
success; and that the means at our disposal for treat-
ing such cases are very inefficient is shown by the
number of drugs and measures recommended.
Many years ago Dr. James Braithwaite, of Leeds,

after reflecting upon the h\l=ae\morrhagecaused by ute-
rine polypi, introduced small foreign bodies into the
uterine cavity, and left them, when he wished to bring
on menstruation or increase its amount. Hot baths,
iron, aloetic aperients, and alteration in the diet and
habit of the patients, were used at the same time.
The most convenient foreign body he found to be a

small piece of hempen ligature, doubled several
times, knotted, and impregnated with pitch. These
were carried up to the fundus and left there. Some
success was obtained, but they were generally ex¬

pelled by the uterus before they had done their work.
They were therefore abandoned for a Greenhalgh's
rubber stem. This he has found very efficient in a

considerable number of cases. The stem is carefully
washed in carbolized water, introduced into the ute¬
rus a week before menstruation is due, or supposed
to be due, and left in position. A haemorrhage will
usually result in a few days ; but whether it comes on

or not the stem should be left in position. While
Dr. Braithwaite has had many successes with this
method, he has also met with failures. But the
method, in his opinion, is the best and most certain
means of bringing on absent menstruation, or for
increasing a scanty flow. Wynn Williams' stem may
also be used, and it has the advantage that it is not

easily expelled from the uterus. Dr. Braithwaite has
also made what he calls an artificial polypus, to re¬

main in utero.
Dr. Braithwaite reports two interesting successful

cases treated by the stem, the record of which may
be found in the British Medical Journal, of April
30. This method is briefly referred to by a few writ¬
ers, but it is probably unknown to the majority of
the profession.

THE MEDICINE OF THE TALMUD.

Some time ago we published an announcement
of Dr. C. H. von Klein, of Dayton, Ohio, that he
would translate and publish the medicine of the
Talmud, provided one thousand copies are sub-
scribed for. We take pleasure in announcing that
Dr. von Klein has received subscriptions for about
five hundred copies. We make this announcement
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